Preliminary field-testing of a risk estimator for suicide.
A 15-item suicide risk estimator, empirically derived from a prospective study of 2,753 suicidal persons, was given a field trial in five clinical settings. Two hundred ninety subjects were included. Volunteer crisis workers needed an average of 4.5 minutes to complete the instrument, and rated its ease of administration 2.5 on a 5-point scale. When compared with clinical ratings, the instrument estimated suicide risk slightly higher than did the interviewers. Scale items that differed from the raters' intuition tended to be omitted more than others. The trial provided valuable information needed to prepare for a large scale evaluation.